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SERMON 


Psalm  xlix.  : 10. — Wise  men  die. 

The  introduction  of  this  psalm  indicates,  that  the  inspired 
penman  considered  his  subject  as  very  deeply  solemn  and 
interesting  to  all  classes  of  human  society. 

He  says,  “ Hear  this,  all  ye  people ; give  ear,  all  ye  inhabi- 
tants of  the  world,  both  low  and  high,  rich  and  poor  together. 
My  mouth  shall  speak  of  wisdom,  and  the  meditations  of  my 
heart  shall  be  of  understanding.”  And  the  sequel  shows  that 
the  attentive  hearer  has  no  reason  to  complain  of  disappoint- 
ment ; for  the  inspired  author  brings  into  view  the  different 
characters  and  the  different  destinies  of  the  human  race. 

He  shows  how  stupid  and  wretched  the  life  and  death  of 
the  wicked  are — and,  on  the  other  hand,  how  happy  and 
blessed  the  souls  and  bodies  of  the  righteous  shall  be  at  the 
resurrection  of  the  just. 

The  common  lot  of  both  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  is 
to  die  and  leave  this  world. 

But  after  death,  and  at  the  resurrection,  their  condition 
shall  be  as  different  as  eternal  life  and  eternal  death. 

The  one  class  shall  awake  to  everlasting  life,  and  the  other 
to  shame  and  everlasting  contempt.  These  shall  never  see 
light,  but  sink  to  the  blackness  of  darkness  forever.  And 
though  the  righteous  shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firma- 
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ment,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness  as  the  stars 
forever  and  ever,  yet  the  sentence  of  temporal  death  shall  not 
be  averted  from  the  dearest  friend  of  God  and  man.  It  is 
appointed  unto  all  men  once  to  die. 

Wise  men  die.  In  contemplating  these  words,  we  may 
consider, 

I.  The  character  of  wise  men  ; 

II.  The  death  of  wise  men  ; and 

III.  Why  wise  men  die. 

I.  We  are  to  consider  the  character  of  wise  men. 

The  character  of  wise  men,  or  of  wisdom,  is  mentioned  in 
the  scriptures  under  somewhat  different  views.  Sometimes 
natural  sagacity  or  ingenuity  is  called  wisdom  ; and  those  are 
said  to  be  wise  who  possess  it ; thus  we  read  of  wise  artifi- 
cers, or  cunning  workmen.  Sometimes  the  knowledge  of 
the  sciences  is  called  wisdom  ; thus  Moses  was  said  to  be 
learned  in  all  the  wisdom  of  the  Egyptians ; and  we  read  of 
the  wise  men  of  the  East.  Sometimes  cunning  craftiness  is 
called  wisdom,  as  that  of  the  serpent,  or  of  wicked  men,  who 
are  wise  to  do  evil,  but  to  do  good  have  no  knowledge. 

The  three  foregoing  kinds  of  wisdom  are  of  this  world, 
and  shall  come  to  nought. 

We  may  notice  again,  that  Christ  is  called  wisdom,  because 
in  him  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge, 
and  because  he  alone  can  make  the  souls  of  men  wise  to 
salvation  and  eternal  life.— The  gospel  is  also  called  wisdom, 
the  wisdom  of  God  in  a mystery  ; because  it  is  the  means  in 
the  hand  of  God,  to  make  men  wise  unto  salvation,  through 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. — True  godliness  is  also  called 
wisdom. 

This  is  that  wisdom  which  is  from  above  ; first  pure,  then 
peaceable,  gentle,  easy  to  be  entreated,  full  of  mercy  and 
good  fruits,  without  partiality,  and  without  hypocrisy. 
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The  most  appropriate  definition  of  wisdom,  is  that  disposi- 
tion which  inclines  men  to  choose  the  best  end,  and  induces 
them  to  use  the  best  means  to  obtain  that  end.  Hence  those 
men ’who  choose  an  important  object,  and  sedulously  employ 
the  most  appropriate  measures  to  attain  that  object,  are  called 
wise  men.  And  their  wisdom  must  be  estimated  according 
to  the  value  of  the  object  which  they  have  chosen. 

Those,  then,  who  choose  to  promote  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  salvation  of  their  own  souls,  in  connexion  with  the  salva- 
tion of  others,  have  the  fairest  title  to  be  called  wise  men. 

The  truth  is,  that  no  man  can  be  truly  wise,  unless  he 
treats  objects  around  him  according  to  their  real  value.  And 
as  the  soul  is  of  more  value  than  all  the  world,  they  only 
among  men  are  truly  wise,  who  are  willing  to  suffer  the  loss 
of  all  things,  rather  than  miss  of  the  favor  of  God  and  eternal 
life.  For  what  can  it  profit  a man  to  gain  the  whole  world 
and  lose  his  own  soul  ? Could  a man  speak  with  the  tongues 
of  men  and  of  angels,  and  had  he  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and 
did  he  understand  all  mysteries,  and  possess  all  the  wealth, 
honor,  power,  and  glory  of  this  lower  world,  it  would  have 
been  better  for  him  never  to  have  been  born,  if  his  soul  be 
not  made  wise  unto  salvation.  Let  this  then  be  the  charac- 
ter of  the  truly  wise  man,  that  he  seeks  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  good  of  his  own  soul,  and  that  of  others,  in  the  most 
appropriate  manner,  as  pointed  out  in  the  scriptures  of  truth. 
And  yet  he  must  die  and  leave  the  world  at  the  appointed 
time. 

II.  We  are  to  consider  the  death  of  wise  men. 

There  are  many  circumstances  in  regard  to  the  death  of 
wise  men,  which  do  not  materially  differ  from  those  of  other 
men.  This  led  Solomon  to  ask,  in  his  backsliding  condition, 
“ How  dieth  the  wise  man  ?”  To  which  he  answered,  “As 
the  fool  ” — that  is,  in  regard  to  his  outward  or  visible  condi- 
tion. The  animal  frame  is  worn  down  by  disease  or  labor, 
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or  some  other  disaster,  which  makes  it  an  unfit  tenement  to 
retain  the  immortal  soul.  The  silver  cord  is  loosed  and  the 
golden  bowl  is  broken.  The  pitcher  is  broken  at  the  foun- 
tain, or  the  wheel  at  the  cistern.  Then  the  dust  returns  to 
the  earth  as  it  was,  and  the  spirit  returns  to  God  who  gave  it. 

Another  circumstance  in  which  the  condition  of  all  men  is 
the  same  at  death,  is  that  they  have  no  more  enjoyment  of 
the  things  of  earth,  or  time,  or  sense.  They  have  no  more 
any  portion  in  any  thing  that  is  done  under  the  sun.  The 
houses,  the  lands,  the  friends  and  acquaintance  which  occu- 
pied their  time,  their  care,  and  their  attention,  have  no  more 
hold  on  their  affections,  than  the  sod  which  covers  their 
grave.  Alas  ! how  the  scene  is  changed  ! What  company 
is  the  lifeless  body  of  the  nearest  and  dearest  friend  to  a 
family  of  breathing  mortals  ? Even  Abraham,  the  friend  of 
God,  said  to  his  neighbors  concerning  his  beloved  Sarah, 
“ Give  me  a place  that  I may  bury  my  dead  out  of  my 
sight.” 

Again : men  are  all  alike,  in  death,  in  respect  to  having  no 
more  employment  on  the  earth.  There  is  no  work,  nor  de- 
vice, nor  wisdom,  nor  knowledge,  in  the  grave,  whither  thou 
goest.  If  you  have  begun  an  enterprise,  whether  wise  or 
foolish,  it  is  broken  off  the  moment  your  souls  depart  to  give 
up  their  account  to  God. 

Again  : the  man  who  dies,  whether  wise  or  foolish,  can 
do  no  more  preparation-work  for  eternity.  If  he  has  not 
begun  the  work  of  preparing  for  eternity,  he  never  can  begin 
it ; it  must  be  forever  left  undone,  and  he  left  to  lie  down  in 
everlasting  sorrow.  Or  if  the  soul  has  only  begun  to  think 
on  his  ways,  and  has  not  effectually  turned  to  the  Lord  by 
true  repentance  toward  God,  and  by  true  faith  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  he  must  be  hurried  away  into  the  blackness  of 
darkness  forever. 


Oh  ye  mortal  and  immortal  travellers  to  eternity  !— Look, 
oh  look  well  to  your  steps,  lest  ye  tread  upon  the  billows  of 
the  lake  of  fire ! 

But  we  must  return  to  our  subject,  and  inquire  into  the 
nature  of  the  death  of  wise  men,  in  a more  particular  man- 
ner; I mean  such  as  are  made  wise  unto  salvation  by  the 
word  of  God,  through  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  After 
all  the  similarities  which  have  been  mentioned,  between  the 
death  of  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  yet  there  are  many 
particulars  which  make  an  essential  difference.  While  the 
wicked  is  driven  away  in  his  wickedness,  the  righteous  hath 
hope  in  his  death.  He  is  willing  to  die.  Whether  life  is 
longer  or  shorter,  he  is  satisfied.  He  would  not  live  always 
in  this  dying  and  sinful  world.  He  wishes  and  hppes  to  be 
nearer  and  more  like  his  dear  Redeemer,  in  whom  he  has 
trusted,  and  who  is  all  his  desire  and  his  salvation. 

The  wicked  die  in  stupid  unconcern,  or  in  anguish  and 
bitterness  of  spirit — the  harbingers  of  future  and  everlasting 
misery.  But  mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright, 
for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace — peace  of  conscience  and 
joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  arising  from  the  renewing  of  the  Spirit 
and  the  pardoning  mercy  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus. 

The  wicked  man.  at  death,  loses  all  the  inheritance  on 
which  he  had  placed  his  hopes.  But  the  wise  man  is  gone, 
or  going  to  take  full  possession  of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints 
in  light,  on  which  he  had  set  his  affections,  and  which  eye 
hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  the  heart  of  man  fully  con- 
ceived, while  in  this  world. 

III.  We  are  now  led  to  consider  some  reasons  why  wise 
men  die. 

One  reason  is  the  common  law  of  mortality,  to  which  all 
mankind  are  subjected,  by  their  apostacy  from  God.  This 
calamity  was  threatened  against  the  first  human  pair,  in  case 
they  should  transgress  the  divine  prohibition.  “In  the  day 
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thou  eatest  thereof,  thou  shalt  surely  die.”  Or,  as  it  is  in 
the  original  Hebrew,  Dying,  thou  shalt  die — i.  e.  thou  shalt 
have  a mortal  nature,  and  it  shall  begin  to  affect  thee  in  the 
day,  yea,  at  the  moment  of  transgression  ; and  it  shall  issue 
in  eternal  death,  unless  prevented.  In  the  moment  when  man 
first  sinned  against  God,  his  heart  was  alienated  from  him, 
and  of  course  his  soul  became  dead.  This  was  proved  by 
man’s  endeavor  to  hide  himself  from  God,  who  was  the  life 
of  his  soul ; for  in  God’s  favor  is  life,  and  out  of  his  favor  is 
death. 

Like  a stroke  of  lightning,  the  influence  of  death  went 
through  all  the  flesh  and  blood  of  man,  immediately  upon  his 
transgression.  And  though  the  sentence  was  partly  mitigated 
or  postponed,  to  give  room  for  the  proposals  of  a new  and 
gracious  covenant  in  the  seed  of  the  woman  ; yet,  as  the  mind 
was  struck  dead  with  guilt  and  shame,  the  body  was  also 
contaminated  with  corruption,  which  would  issue  in  a disso- 
lution sooner  or  later.  “Dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt 
thou  return.”  “By  one  man  sin  entered  into  the  world, 
and  death  by  sin.”  “ The  wages  of  sin  is  death.” 

Another  reason  why  wise  men  die,  is  that  they  may  go 
home  to  their  Father’s  house  in  heaven.  For  flesh  and 
blood  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.  And  they  who 
are  in  the  body  are  absent  from  the  Lord. 

Another  reason  why  wise  men  die,  is  that  their  decaying 
and  mortal  bodies  may  be  taken  down  and  rebuilt,  in  the  day 
of  the  resurrection  of  the  just,  and  fashioned  like  unto  Christ’s 
glorious  body,  and  so  be  forever  with  the  Lord  to  behold  his 
glory  in  righteousness. 

Another  reason  of  the  death  of  wise  men,  is  that  they  may 
be  taken  from  the  evil  to  come.  “ The  righteous  perisheth 
and  no  man  layeth  it  to  heart,  and  merciful  men  are  taken 
away,  none  considering  that  the  righteous  is  taken  away  from 
the  evil  to  come.”  It  is  certain  that  God  does  often  in  mercy 
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take  away  the  righteous,  and  remove  wise  men  from  danger, 
just  before  great  and  overwhelming  calamities  are  coming  on 
the  earth.  Methuselah  died  the  year  that  the  flood  came, 
and  Lot  went  out  of  Sodom  the  morning  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  coming  down  of  fire  from  heaven  to  consume  that 
city  devoted  to  destruction.  Abijah,  of  the  house  of  Jerobo- 
am, died  young,  to  escape  the  miseries  that  were  coming  on 
that  wicked  family,  because  some  good  thing  was  found  in 
him  toward  the  Lord  God  of  Israel. 

We  come  now  to  make  some  application  of  the  subject. 

1.  We  may  remark,  that  though  death  is  truly  the  king 
of  terrors,  and  you  dread  his  approach  more  than  any  other 
enemy,  yet  you  cannot  but  see  that  he  is  a very  harmless 
and  friendly  messenger  to  wise  men,  who  have  made  their 
peace  with  God,  through  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  which 
cleanseth  from  all  sin,  and  who  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
in  sincerity,  and  obey  the  gospel  of  his  grace  w ith  the  heart ; 
though  he  is  a fell  enemy  to  the  wicked,  and  the  beginning 
of  everlasting  sorrows  to  the  workers  of  iniquity. 

2.  Every  sinner  should  be  urged  with  unceasing  alarm 
and  entreaty,  to  make  his  peace  with  God  before  the  dreadful 
day  is  come,  and  the  door  of  mercy  is  shut  against  his  never- 
ceasing  soul.  Behold  now  is  the  accepted  time  ; behold 
now  is  the  day  of  salvation — to-morrow  it  may  be  forever  too 
late. 

3.  Here,  my  friends,  death  is  looking  you  in  the  face,  and 
calling  aloud  from  that  coffin  and  the  opening  grave,  to  pre- 
pare to  meet  your  God.  -Behold  the  Judge  standeth  at  the 
door,  and  passing  time  points  you  to  eternal  weal  or  wo.  A 
new  year  proclaims  to  one  or  to  more,  “ This  year  thou  shalt 
die.” 

The  respected  friend,  whose  funeral  rites  we  are  attending, 
was  once  as  healthy  and  as  prosperous  as  any  of  us ; but  he 
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is  dead  and  gone  to  eternity,  telling  us  to  come  after  him  to 
the  grave  and  to  the  eternal  world. 

As  a man,  he  had  a mind  above  the  ordinary  level,  acutely 
discerning  men  and  things.  It  was  improved  with  useful 
science  and  a disposition  to  do  good.  As  a physician,  he  was 
judicious,  careful,  and  attentive.  No  extravagance  in  prac- 
tice, nor  in  price,  marked  his  course.  No  poor  widow,  I 
believe,  ever  complained  that  she  had  spent  all  her  living 
on  this  physician,  and  was  nothing  bettered  but  rather  grew 
worse.  As  a magistrate,  he  encouraged  no  vexatious  litiga- 
tions, nor  aided  the  knavish  in  their  fraud  or  violence. 
As  a husband,  he  was  kind,  tender,  and  provident.  As  a 
father,  he  united  dignity  with  the  most  endearing  affection  to 
his  children.  As  a Christian  professor,  he  was  uniform, 
steady,  and  as  firm  as  a rock.  In  his  last  sickness,  he  was 
resigned,  humble,  and  patient,  and  so  he  fell  asleep. 

The  first  object  which  arrests  the  attention  of  our  sympa- 
thies, in  this  mourning  assembly,  is  the  disconsolate  widow  of 
the  deceased.  Your  sorrow  is  better  imagined  than  de- 
scribed. We  can  only  point  you  to  the  Saviour,  who  has  a 
word  in  season,  and  full  of  consolation  to  every  mourning 
soul.  See  that  you  apply  to  him,  and  you  will  say  that  all  is 
well. 

The  children  will  say,  never  did  a father  do  more  for  his 
offspring,  according  to  his  ability.  Remember,  then,  your 
obligations  to  love  the  Saviour  more  for  such  a father. 
When  you  are  tempted,  then  ask,  what  would  our  beloved 
father  say,  or  rather,  what  will  the  Saviour  say  to  those  who 
are  going  astray  into  forbidden  paths.  Let  me  ask  of  you 
this  one  favor — be  kind  to  your  widowed  mother. 

If  any  one  in  this  assembly  remembers  aught  against  the 
deceased,  let  him  amend  his  own  ways — for  each  one  of  us 
must  give  account  of  himself  to  God. 


NOTE 


[The  following  Obituary  Notice  is  taken  from  the  Boston  Recorder.] 

Died  in  Atkinson,  N.  H.  Jan.  1,  1831,  Doct.  William  Cogswell,  aged 
70.  A passing  notice  seems  due  to  the  memory  of  this  Revolutionary 
Officer,  who  took  so  active  a part  in  achieving  the  independence  of  his 
country.  He  was  born  in  Haverhill,  Mass,  and,  in  the  seventeenth  year 
of  his  age  he  entered  the  army  of  the  United  States  as  a private  soldier, 
and  continued  in  the  service  of  his  country  for  about  a year,  when  he  re- 
turned to  his  studies,  as  preparatory  to  the  practice  of  medicine  and  sur- 
gery. In  July  19,1781,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  was  appointed  Sur- 
geon’s Mate  to  the  late  Governor  Eustis,  in  the  Military  Hospital  at  West 
Point.  This  office  he  accepted  and  filled  until  Jan.  1784,  when  he  was 
promoted  to  the  chief  charge  of  that  Hospital.  Here  he  remained  in  the 
service  of  the  U.  States  till  Sept.  1,  1785,  having  spent  more  than  five 
years  of  his  life  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  liberties  of  his  country 
being  obtained,  he  retired  to  the  bosom  of  his  friends,  and  commenced 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  the  town  of  Atkinson,  the  place  where  his  pa- 
rents spent  the  latter  part  of  their  days.  Here  he  resided  during  the  re- 
mainder of  life.  In  1791,  when  the  New  Hampshire  Medical  Society  was 
incorporated,  he  was  appointed  by  the  General  Court  one  of  its  Fellows, 
and  for  some  length  of  time  he  was  regularly  one  of  its  Censors.  As  a 
Physician,  his  practice  was  deemed  judicious  and  safe.  He  ever  took  a 
lively  interest  in  the  education  of  the  rising  generation,  and  did  much  for 
the  establishment  of  the  Atkinson  Academy,  one  of  the  oldest  literary 
Institutions  in  the  State,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  Trustees  from  the 
beginning,  and,  for  many  years,  President  of  the  Board.  As  a Magis- 
trate, he  faithfully  administered  justice  to  the  innocent  and  injured.  As 
a husband  and  a father,  he  was  kind  and  affectionate.  He  was  an  oblig- 
ing neighbor  and  upright  citizen.  In  the  year  1810,  he  publicly  professed 
religion,  which  he  hoped  he  had  experienced,  and  from  that  time  till  his 
death,  he  adorned  the  doctrines  of  God  his  Saviour,  by  his  life  and  con- 
versation. In  his  religious  faith  he  was  decidedly  evangelical.  His  last 
days  were  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  Redeemer,  and  at  his  departure 
he  seemed  sweetly  to  sleep  in  Jesus. 


APPEJVDIX 


Some  genealogical  account  of  the  Cogswell  family,  and  some  historical 
facts  in  relation  to  it. 

In  the  year  1G35,  John  Cogswell,  a merchant  in  London,  (England,) 
sailed  from  that  place  to  New-England,  (North  America.)  in  a vessel 
called  the  Angel  Gabriel.  While  on  his  passage,  one  of  the  most  violent 
storms  ever  witnessed,  occurred,  and  he  was  wrecked  at  Pemaquid, 
(now  Bristol,)  Aug.  15,  1635.  By  this  disaster,  he  lost  nearly  the  whole 
of  a valuable  estate.  After  living  on  shore  for  some  time  in  a tent,  he 
took  passage  for  Chebacco,  a part  of  Ipswich,  in  a bark  commanded  by 
Captain  Gallup.  In  October  of  this  year,  (1635,)  there  were  granted  to 
him  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  at  farther  Chebacco,  as  the  place  was 
then  called.  This  was  a much  larger  grant  than  usual,  and  was  an 
indication  of  his  being  a person  of  wealth  and  respectability.  In  1636 
he  was  admitted  a freeman.  The  farms,  owned  by  the  late  Col.  Cogs- 
well and  Dea.  Cogswell,  of  Essex,  have  always  been  held  in  the  name 
of  Cogswell  for  nearly  two  hundred  years.  When  Mr.  Cogswell  settled 
in  Chebacco,  there  were  but  two  individual  families  in  the  place.  He 
lived  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  as  it  was  called. 

When  the  above  named  John  Cogswell  came  to  this  country,  he  had  a 
wife,  who  came  with  him,  and  her  name  was  Elizabeth.  He  died  Nov. 
29, 1669,  about  fifty-eight  years  old.  She  died  June  2,  1676.  They  had 
three  sons  and  four  daughters,  viz.  William,  born  1619  ; John,  born  1623 
and  died  1653;  Edward,  born  1629,  was  living  1676;  Mary,  born  1619, 
and  married  an  Armatage,  of  Boston ; Hannah,  who  married  Cornelius 
Waldo,*  of  Ipswich  ; Abigail,  who  married  Thomas  Clark  of  Ipswich  ; 

* Mr.  Waldo  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Waldo  family  in  this  country.  He  lived  at  Ipswich 
as  late  as  1653.  After  this  he  moved  fo  Chelmsford,  Mass,  and  was  deacon  of  the  church  in 
that  place,  and  died  in  1701. 


Sarah,  who  married  Simon  Tuthill,  (now  Tuttle,)  of  Ipswich,  and  died 
1692. 

William  Cogswell,  the  son  of  John  Cogswell,  senior,  who  was  born 
1C19,  died  about  1700.  His  will  was  proved  March  21,  1701.  He  mar- 
ried, and  had  eight  children,  viz.  William,  Jonathan,  who  was  a Captain, 
John,  who  was  a Lieutenant,  Adam,  Elizabeth,  (eldest  daughter,)  who 
married  Thomas  Wade,  Feb.  22,  1670  ; Hester,  who  married  a Burnham; 
Susannah,  who  married  a White  ; Sarah,  who  married  William  Noyes, 
Nov.  6,  1686. 

John  Cogswell,  Jr.  son  of  John  Cogswell,  senior,  who  was  born  1623, 
died  1653.*  He  married,  and  had  three  children,  viz.  Elizabeth,  born 
1648,  who  married  a Wellman  ; John,  born  1650,  and  Samuel,  born  1651. 
Edward  Cogswell,  son  of  John,  senior,  was  born  1629,  and  was  living 
1676.  Of  this  Edward,  nothing  more  is  learnt. 

William  Cogswell,  son  of  William,  senior,  married  Martha,  daughter 
of  Rev.  John  Emerson,  of  Gloucester,  Oct.  9,  1685,  who  married  for  his 
wife  Dorothy  Cogswell.  William  died  April  14,  1708.  His  children 
were  Edward,  (eldest.)  William,  Emerson,  Martha,  who  married  Mat- 
thew Whipple,  Dorothy,  who  married  a Moulton,  Lucy,  who  married  a 
Moulton,  and  Eunice.  His  son  Edward,  married  Hannah  Brown, 
1708.  He  was  living  1709.  His  son  William  lived  in  Gloucester,  and 
was  killed  by  the  Indians  about  1710. 

* He  made  his  will  Dec.  13,  1652,  and  constituted  his  father,  his  brother  William,  and 
his  brother-in  law  Armatage,  Executors,  and  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Rogers,  of  Ipswich, 
Overseer.  In  the  winter  of  1653,  while  a widower,  he  went  to  London,  leaving  his 
children  to  the  care  of  his  father  and  brother  William,  and  died  on  his  passage  from 
London  to  New-England,  in  the  summer  of  1653.  His  will  was  proved  Sept.  30,  1653, 
and  his  estate  was  valued  at  341Z.  10s.  While  in  London,  he  wrote  a letter  to  his 
parents  and  friends  in  this  country,  dated  March  30,  1653.  From  this  letter  it  appears 
that  he  had  a sister  at  that  time  in  London,  who  had  two  children,  and  a cousin  Ste- 
phens. From  the  same  letter  it  appears  that  Mr.  Waldo,  of  Ipswich,  who  married  his 
sister  Hannah,  had  a mother  then  living  in  Berwick,  (England.)  and  that  Mr.  Waldo 
had  also  an  uncle  John,  who  was  dead,  and  an  uncle  Barns,  who  was  also  dead,  and  a 
brother  Thomas,  who  was  then  living  in  Ireland.  It  appears,  also,  from  papers  still  in 
existence,  that  Dr.  Samuel  Thompson,  of  London,  married  the  sister  of  John  Cogswell, 
senior,  or  else  John  Cogswell,  senior,  married  Dr.  Thompson’s  sister,  for  William 
Thompson,  son  ofthe  Doctor,  was  nephew  to  John  Cogswell,  senior,  and  cousin  to  John, 
junior.  On  Jan.  16,  1650,  the  Feoffees  of  Ipswich  Grammar  School  were  leased  to  John 
Cogswell,  jun.  for  the  space  of  one  thousand  years,  for  14Z.  a year,  which  was  the  neck 
of  land  on  the  south  side  of  Chebacco  river.  In  1677,  a law  suit  settled  the  conflicting 
claims  of  William  Cogswell,  son  of  John,  senior,  and  John,  tertius,  son  of  John,  jun. 
From  the  papers  used  in  the  case,  in  1667,  now  on  file  in  the  State  House  of  Massachu- 
setts, many  of  the  preceding  facts  were  obtained.  Among  these  papers  is  the  will  of 
John  Cogswell,  jun.  and  a copy  ofthe  letter  written  by  him  when  in  London,  and  also  a 
deposition  of  his  sister  Armatage. 
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Jonathan  Cogswell,  son  of  William,  senior,  died  1717,  leaving  a widow 
Elizabeth.  His  children  were  Francis,  Susannah,  who  married  a Butler, 
Elizabeth,  who  married  an  Evelith,  Anna,  who  married  a Goodhue  in 
1712,  Sarah  ; Mary,  who  married  in  1719  William  Cogswell,  the  father 
of  Dea.  Jonathan  Cogswell,  of  Essex  ; Lucy  and  Jonathan.  The  above 
named  Jonathan  was  a Captain,  and  grandfather  to  Col.  Jonathan  Cogs- 
well, of  Essex,  who  died  1819,  and  also  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  Cogswell,  of 
Rowley. 

John  Cogswell,  the  son  of  William,  senior,  was  born  1650,  and  died 
1710,  being  sixty  years  old,  leaving  an  estate  apprised  at  889L  2 s.  He 
was  a Lieutenant,  and  in  records  usually  designated  as  such.  He  was 
married,  and  his  wife’s  Christian  name  was  Hannah,  who  survived  him, 
and  married  for  her  second  husband  Lieut.  Thomas  Perley,  of  Boxford, 
in  1713.  Their  children  were  William,  (eldest,)  who  was  the  father  of 
Deacon  Cogswell,  and  who  married  Mary  Cogswell,  his  cousin,  in  1719; 
John,  who  lived  in  Haverhill,  Mass,  and  was  a saddler,  (and  probably  be- 
fore this  lived  in  Marblehead;)  Francis,  who  lived  in  Ipswich,  and  was  a 
Captain  ; Nathaniel ; Hannah,  who  married  Thomas  Choate  ; Susannah, 
who  married  Samuel  Low,  in  1718  ; Elizabeth,  who  married  Col.  Joseph 
Blaney,  of  Marblehead  ; Margery,  who  married  Amos  Perley  ; Bethiah, 
who  married  Jedediah  Blaney,  housewright,  of  Marblehead,  in  Jan.  15, 
1729;  and  Joseph.  John  and  Joseph  lived  in  Marblehead,  where  Joseph, 
who  was  a currier,  died  in  1728.  This  John,  son  of  William,  senior,  was 
administrator  of  his  brother  William’s  estate,  April  15,  1709. 

Adam  Cogswell,  probably  the  son  of  William,  senior,  was  living  1709. 
He  married,  and  his  wife’s  name  was  Abigail.  A man  by  the  name  of 
Adam  Cogswell,  who  probably  was  the  same,  was  living  in  1727. 

John  Cogswell,  son  of  John,  jun.  was  born  1650.  He  married  Marga- 
ret Gifford,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Gifford,  of  Lynn,  July  22,1674.  He 
had  a son,  whose  name  was  Gifford,  and  a son  John,  who  was  born  Sept. 
4,1683.  This  son  John,  of  John,  jun.  probably  married  Sarah  Brown, 
1708,  as  a man  of  that  name  married  a woman  of  that  name.  He  died  in 
1719,  leaving  a widow  Sarah,  and  children  John,  Sarah,  Mary  and  Mar- 
tha. 

Samuel  Cogswell,  son  of  John  Cogswell,  jun.  was  born  1651,  and  died 
intestate,  before  Sept.  28, 1675. 

Nathaniel  Cogswell,  son  of  John  Cogswell,  who  was  the  son  of  William 
Cogswell,  sen.  was  born  Jan.  19,  1707.  He  lived  in  Haverhill,  Mass, 
and  was  a merchant  in  that  place.  He  spent  the  close  of  his  life  in  At- 
kinson, N.  H.  where  he  died  March  23,  1783,  aged  76.  He  was  married 
to  Judith  Badger,  Jan.  31,  1739.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Hannah  Badger,  of  Haverhill,  Mass,  and  was  born  Feb.  3,  1724,  and  died 
May  17,  1810,  aged  86.  The  following  children  were  born  unto  them, 
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viz.  Nathahiel,  born  May  14,  1741,  and  died  Nov.  9,  1754;  Jeremiah, 
born  July  12,  1743,  who  was  a Lieutenant,  and  who  married  Mehitable 
Clement,  May  1766,  and  lived  in  Gilmanton  ; Joseph,  born  Nov.  23, 1744, 
and  died  Dec.  1,  1746;  Thomas,  born  Aug.  4,  1746,  and  married  Ruth 
Badger,  Feb.  1769 — he  was  a Major  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  lived  in 
Gilmanton,  and  was  a Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  N.  H. — he 
died  Sept.  3,  1810  ; Joseph,  2d, born  Dec.  31,  1747,  and  deceased  July  22, 
1752;  Hannah,  born  July  13,  1749,  and  married  Rev.  Jonathan  Searle, 
Jan.  2, 1772,  who  was  a Congregational  minister  in  Mason,  N.  II.  and 
she  died  Dec.  1829;  Judith,  born  March  23,  1750,  and  died  Aug.  21, 
1753;  Amos,  born  Oct.  2, 1752,  who  was  a Captain  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  for  many  years  a merchant  and  taverner  in  Dover,  N.  H.  a mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court,  and 
died  Feb.  1826  ; Judith,  2d.  born  March  24,  1754,  and  deceased  Sept.  29, 
1754;  Nathaniel  Peaslee,  born  July  10, 1755,  who  was  a sea  Captain,  and 
lived  at  different  places  in  N.  II.  ; Joseph,  3d,  born  Aug.  1,  1756, 
and  deceased  Aug.  27,  1756 ; Moses,  born  Sept.  22,  1757,  who  lived 
in  Canterbury,  N.  H.,  was  a Lieutenant  and  a Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
married  Hannah  Foster,  June  13,  1781,  daughter  of  the  Honorable 
Abiel  Foster,  of  Canterbury.  A daughter  was  born  Jan.  1759,  and  de- 
ceased immediately  after  birth.  William  was  born  July  11,  1760,  and 
died  Jan.  1,1831.  John  was  born  Dec.  4,1761,  and  wTas  married  to  Abiah 
Moody.  He  lived  in  Landaff,  N.  H.  was  a Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  a member  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State.  He  died 
in  1826.  Ebenezer  was  born  Feb.  14,  1763,  and  was  married  to  Mary 
Stone,  daughter  of  Col.  Stone,  of  Atkinson,  Dec.  9,  1783,  and  is  now 
living  with  his  second  wife,  at  Wiscasset,  Me.  Joseph  4th,  was  born 
April  16, 1764,  was  awhile  in  the  service  of  his  country  in  the  time  of 
the  Revolution,  studied  medicine,  and  for  many  years  practiced  physic — 
is  now  living  in  Tamworth,  N.  H.  His  wife’s  family  name  was  Colby, 
and  she  was  from  Warner,  N.  H.  Francis  was  born  Sept.  27,  1765,  and 
died  April  28, 1773.  A daughter  was  born  Oct.  18,  1767,  but  deceased  at 
its  birth. 

William  Cogswell,  son  of  Nathaniel  Cogswell,  of  Atkinson,  was  born 
July  11, 1760,  and  was  married  to  Judith  Badger,  July  22, 1786,  who  was 
the  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  Badger,  senior,  of  Gilmanton,  N.  H. 
and  was  born  May  15,  1766,  of  whom  the  following  persons  were  born  : 

William,  born  June  5,  1787  ; Julia,  born  Feb.  20,  1789  ; Hannah  Pear- 
son, born  July  6,  1791  ; Joseph  Badger,  born  Aug.  30,  1793 ; Nathaniel, 
born  March  5,  1796;  Thomas,  born  Dec.  7,  1798;  Francis,  born  Dec.  21, 
1800;  George,  born  Feb.  5,  1808  ; John,  born  Feb.  14,  1810,  and  died 
August  6,  1811. 

William  Cogswell  was  married  to  Joanna  Strong,  Nov  11,  1818.  Their 
children  are,  a daughter,  born  Dec.  13,  1822,  and  deceased  soon  after  its 
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birth;  William  Strong,  born  April  11,  1828,  and  Mary  Joanna,  born 
June  6,  1832. 

Julia  Cogswell  was  married  to  Greenleaf  Clark,  Esq.  March  1,  1810. 
Their  children  are  William  Cogswell,  born  Dec.  10,1810;  Sarah,  born 
May  4,  1812;  Francis,  bom  March  28,  1814;  Greenleaf,  born  May  7, 
1816;  Moses,  born  January  18,  1818;  John  Badger,  born  January  30, 
1820.  Mr.  Clark  died  January  12,  1821.  Mrs.  Clark  was  married  to  Mr. 
Amasa  Coburn,  Dec.  12,  1822.  Their  children  are  Julia  Clark,  born 
April  4, 1824,  and  died  June  14,  1831  ; Hannah  Badger,  born  December 
17, 1825,  and  died  September  12,  1832;  Mary,  born  December  9,  1827; 
Amasa,  born  December  27,  1830  ;.  and  deceased  April  2,  1832. 

Hannah  Pearson  Cogswell  was  married  to  Hon.  William  Badger,  Jan. 
12,  1814.  Their  children  are  Joseph,  born  June,  1817,  and  William,  born 
August,  1826.  Mr.  Badger’s  first  wife  was  Martha  Smith,  by  whom  he 
had  two  children,  John  and  Martha,  both  of  whom  are  deceased. 

Joseph  Badger  Cogswell  was  married  to  Judith  Peaslee,  Oct.  1817. 
Their  children  are  Judith,  born  Oct.  31,  1818;  William,  born  April  1, 
1821;  Elizabeth,  bom  Sept.  25,  1824;  Francis,  born  June  24,  1827; 
Sarah  Jane,  born  July  13,  1829. 

Nathaniel  Cogswell  was  married  to  Susan  Doane,  Oct.  1825.  Their 
children  are  Elizabeth  Doane,  born  Jan.  1827 ; William  Henry,  born 
April,  1828,  and  died  1830  ; John  Doane,  born  June,  1829. 

Thomas  Cogswell  was  married  to  Mary  Noyes,  1820.  Their  children 
are  Julia,  born  1823:  Mary  Noyes,  born  1827;  Martha  Badger,  born 
1830;  Harriet,  bom  1832. 

Francis  Cogswell  was  married  to  Mary  Marland,  June,  1829.  Their 
children  are  WillianPAbraham,  bom  May,  1830;  a son,  born  April,  1832, 
and  died  the  same  day  ; and  Francis,  born  April,  1833. 

George  Cogswell  was  married  to  Abigail  Parker  August  4,  1831. 
They  have  one  child,  named  Abba  Parker,  born  Sept.  25,  1832. 

All  by  the  name  of  Cogswell  in  this  country,  are  descendants  of  John 
Cogswell,  who  came  to  New  England  in  1635,  and  settled  at  Ipswich, 
Mass.  Seventeen  of  the  name  had  graduated  at  the  New  England  Col- 
leges in  1830.  Four  of  these  entered  the  ministry  of  the  gospel.  Four- 
teen of  the  name  have  been  Physicians. 
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